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Restricted Revelation, Selective Disclosure 

 
One of the most common modern misconceptions of God and his plan for salvation is the notion that "God 

loves everybody and wants to save everyone", and "God is doing his best to reveal himself to everyone, but 

many just don't believe." 

 

I must admit, these are the very things that I used to believe until I learned that this is what men teach, not 

the Scriptures. Please take note of the fact that God does not love everybody in the same way. 

 

Psalm 5:5   
5
 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. 

 

Psalm 11:5   
5
 The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves 

violence. 
 

Proverbs 6:16   
16

 There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to 

him:…
 19

 a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers. 
 

 Romans 9:13  
13

 As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 

 

Now, though God does not love them (as objects of His love in the same way that He loves the elect), 

nonetheless because God is love, he is still loving (good and kind) towards those who are the objects of his 

Holy Hate. 

 

Psalm 145:8-20   
8
 The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love.  
9
 The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.  

10
 All your works 

shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you!  
11

 They shall speak of the 

glory of your kingdom and tell of your power,  
12

 to make known to the children of man your mighty 

deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.  
13

 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 

your dominion endures throughout all generations. The LORD is faithful in all his words and kind 

in all his works.  
14

 The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.  
15

 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.  
16

 You open your 

hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.  
17

 The LORD is righteous in all his ways and 

kind in all his works.  
18

 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  
19

 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them.  
20

 The LORD 

preserves all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 
 

 (See also Mat. 5:43-45; Rom. 12:17-21;) 

 

God is love and this manifests itself in a general loving kindness even to unbelievers (all creation). But they 

are not the express objects of His love. They benefit from the love of God by having different opportunities 

and experiences of the pleasures of this world, and even those who have not benefited in this way are still 

experiencing the love of God because their judgment, misery and suffering is, at present, less than they 

ultimately deserve and will eventually receive.  

 

But, we who are the objects of God's love are so, not because of ourselves -- anything in us, about us or, 

what we will do, or have done. God's Sovereign Selection is illustrated in his choice of Israel. 
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Deuteronomy 7:7-8   
7
 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that 

the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples,  
8
 but it is 

because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD 

has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand 

of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
 

Deuteronomy 9:5-6  
5
 Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you 

going in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is 

driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm the word that the LORD swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  
6
 "Know, therefore, that the LORD your God is not 

giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a stubborn 

people. 
 

Deuteronomy 10:14-17   
14

 Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of 

heavens, the earth with all that is in it.  
15

 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and 

chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.  
16

 Circumcise 

therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn.  
17

 For the LORD your God is God 

of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes 

no bribe. 
 

It is the same with us who are chosen by God: 

 

Titus 3:5-7   
5
 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  
6
 whom he poured out 

on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
7
 so that being justified by his grace we might become 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

1 John 4:10   
10

 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins. 

 
God chose to set his love upon only one nation even though every thing belongs to him. Some would say that 

this is not fair and is showing partiality, but this cannot be. His choice was based on his purpose and not on 

anything desirable or more lovable in Israel. Also, just as he set his love on them in a conditional covenant, 

he can take it away and set it on others. 

 

Hosea 9:15   
15

 Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal; there I began to hate them. Because of the 

wickedness of their deeds I will drive them out of my house. I will love them no more; all their 

princes are rebels. 
 

Romans 9:25   
25

 As indeed he says in Hosea, "Those who were not my people I will call 'my 

people,' and her who was not beloved I will call 'beloved.'" 

 

 

We know who are the special objects of God's love today by what he does for them. 

 

1 John 3:1  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 

God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 



Trinity Ministry Equipping Center                                                                            God’s Amazing Grace 

 

23 

 

 

Ephesians 1:5   
5
 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 

his will, 
 

1 John 5:19-20   
19

 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the 

evil one.  
20

 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 

we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 

true God and eternal life. 
 

John 8:47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that 

you are not of God." 

 

Has the Son given this understanding to all? Does he try to or even want to? 

 

Luke 10:21-22   
21

 In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, "I thank you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and 

revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  
22

 All things have 

been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who 

the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." 

 

But isn't Jesus trying to reveal the father to everyone, but they just won't believe? No. 

 

Matthew 13:10   
10

 Then the disciples came and said to him, "Why do you speak to them in 

parables?" (Mark 4:10) 

 

Matthew 13:11-13   
11

 And he answered them, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.  
12

 For to the one who has, more will be 

given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away.  
13

 This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they 

do not hear, nor do they understand. 
 

Mark 4:11-12   
11

 And he said to them, "To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, 

but for those outside everything is in parables,  
12

 so that "they may indeed see but not perceive, 

and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven." 

 

Jesus spoke in parables to prove that he does not owe anyone anything. God has no duty or obligation to give 

everyone a chance. To prove this Jesus spoke in parables, because the message was intended to be hidden 

from some and revealed to others. 

 

What if Jesus would have not used cryptic language (parables) but said it plainly like we are supposed to 

today.  

 

John 10:24-27   
24

 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."  
25

 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do 

not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me,  
26

 but you do not 

believe because you are not part of my flock.  
27

 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me. 
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Even though Jesus did not and does not owe everyone a chance, because it is given only to some, he made it 

clear that even if he speaks clearly to those not chosen to be sheep, they will not believe. 

 

Are you trying to say that God himself is not trying to save everyone?  

 

John 12:37-40   
37

 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him,  
38

 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "Lord, who has believed what he 

heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"  
39

 Therefore they could not 

believe. For again Isaiah said,  
40

 "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest [i[na mh.-
in order that they would no] they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and 

I would heal them." 

 

God has not revealed his arm to everyone, some can not believe because He has blinded their eyes (2 

Cor. 4:4 he is not the agent of blinding, but the designer)  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:10-13   
10

 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because 

they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  
11

 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so 

that they may believe what is false,  
12

 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the 

truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  
13

 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, 

brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits to be saved, through 

sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 
 

Why would God send a powerful delusion leading people to believe what is false if so many say "he wants 

everyone to come to him and is doing his best to get them to believe."?  

 

We have seen: 

 

He taught in Parables so that many might not understand "the knowledge of the secrets of the 

Kingdom." 

 

He performed miracles but many could not believe because "He had blinded their eyes and hardened 

their hearts." 

 

He spoke the truth plainly and they would not believe because they were not his sheep. 

 

Others He leads into believing lies "so that those who took pleasure in unrighteousness will be 

condemned." 

 

But to those the Father has selected and given to him as his sheep… 

 

John 17:2-24   
2
 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom 

you have given him.  
3
 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent… 
6
 "I have manifested [Efane,rwsa, from fanero,w -  to make manifest 

or visible or known what has been hidden or unknown] your name to the people whom you gave 

me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word… 
9
 I 

am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for 

they are yours… 
14

 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not 
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of the world, just as I am not of the world… 
20

 "I do not ask for these only, but also for those who 

will believe in me through their word,… 
24

 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 

me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me 

before the foundation of the world. 
 

Colossians 1:25-27  
25

 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that 

was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known,  
26

 the mystery hidden for ages and 

generations but now revealed to his saints.  
27

 To them God chose to make known how great 

among the Gentiles [e;qnesin from e;qnoj here plural, literally nations or peoples] are the riches of 

the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:12-14   
12

 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 

from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.  
13

 And we impart this in 

words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those 

who are spiritual.  
14

 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
 

John 14:17   
17

 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

Galatians 1:15-16   
15

 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by 

his grace,  
16

 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the 

Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 
 

Titus 3:5-6   
5
 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  
6
 whom he poured 

out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
 

We did not save ourselves. He saved us. If God had not moved upon us in rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit, we would have never responded in faith and repentance.  If  God had not made us alive (Eph. 2:5) we 

would have remained dead in our sins and incapable of seeing, hearing, understanding, comprehending and 

apprehending the glorious truth of the Gospel of grace through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Peter 1:1-3  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  
2
 according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his 

blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.  
3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (See John 3) 
 

1 Corinthians 6:11  
11

 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 

were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
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Romans 5:5   
5
 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 

This love is not poured out on all, but to those he has chosen to set his love upon and give to the Son. 

The Son has chosen to reveal the Father and himself to those chosen and the Spirit actively carries out 

these things in the life of the elect. 

 

After seeing these things people again raise their voices and say this is not fair. The only reason that they 

think and say this is because they do not have an adequate understanding of the Creator / Creature distinction 

and relationship as well as the impact of sin. 

 

Just to remind us again : God is just and fair not because it seems fair to us, but because He is. The Bible 

teaches that: (The following references through page 31 are out of the NIV whereas we’ve been using ESV 

up to this point. These things are clear in any translation so YOU can and should look them up in your 

favorite. A working knowledge of the Greek text even adds more clarity and precision) 

 

Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who 

does no wrong, upright and just is he. 

 

Job 34:12 It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the Almighty would pervert justice. 

 

Isaiah 5:16 But the LORD Almighty will be exalted by his justice, and the holy God will show himself 

holy by his righteousness. 

 

The Bible also tells us: 

 

1 Samuel 15:1 Samuel said to Saul, "I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people 

Israel; so listen now to the message from the LORD. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'I will 

punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 

Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; 

put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.'" 

 

The Amalekites had done wrong to Israel about 400 years before this proclamation. Even the adults had 

nothing to do with the incident in question. How can it be possible that God would punish people who had 

nothing to do with the crime? Moreover how can it be that God would also give a death sentence to innocent 

children and even babies (not to mention animals). There is no way that we can with earthly minds and 

human judgments justify or indemnify God in this instance. No amount of mental exercise can enable us to 

find the "fairness" here, but God did this and all that He does is just, right and fair.  

 

Further we read: 

 

2 Samuel 24:1 Again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he incited David against them, 

saying, "Go and take a census of Israel and Judah."… 10 David was conscience-stricken after he had 

counted the fighting men, and he said to the LORD, "I have sinned greatly in what I have done. Now, 

O LORD, I beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing." 11 Before 

David got up the next morning, the word of the LORD had come to Gad the prophet, David's seer: 12 

"Go and tell David, 'This is what the LORD says: I am giving you three options. Choose one of them 

for me to carry out against you.'"… 15 So the LORD sent a plague on Israel from that morning until the 
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end of the time designated, and seventy thousand of the people from Dan to Beersheba died. (again 

God is the designer, not the agent 1 Chron. 21:1) 

 

Here again we are in a quandary. God determined to incite David to do something. When David did it he 

recognized his wrongdoing and repented, confessing his sin and begged for forgiveness. God responded by 

giving David three choices of punishment for the sin (rather than forgiveness) and then proceeded to send a 

plague that killed 70,000 people in 3 days. 

 

Does it seem fair that the people of Israel would be punished for David's wrongdoing? Does it seem fair that 

David would be responsible when God had David incited? Does it seem fair that God brought such a severe 

punishment even after David had repented and begged for forgiveness?  

 

I have given these examples to show you that we cannot and must not sit here on earth and say that this is 

true or false about God because of how it measures up to our ideas of right and wrong or justice and injustice 

or fairness and unfairness. We learn what God has done, does, and will do from His Word. He is not bound 

by our judgments. We are bound by His judgments. He does not have to answer to us, we must answer to 

Him. He does not owe us anything, we owe Him everything. 

 

Before the Foundation of the World 
(a thematic review) 

 

It all begins with God who has no beginning. 

 

Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from 

everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 

Isaiah 46:10 I (God) make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to 

come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. 

 

God eternally exists One, yet Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 

world began….24 "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 

glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 

 

The purpose of all that exists is to bring God glory. 

 

Isaiah 43:7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and 

made." 

 

Romans 9:23 What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, 

whom he prepared in advance for glory-- 

 

His self-glorifying plan and purpose involves certain objects or individuals being selected or chosen for 

salvation before creation on the basis of his free and sovereign grace alone. 
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Ephesians 1:4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 

his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance 

with his pleasure and will-- 

 

1 Peter 1:20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times 

for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, 

and so your faith and hope are in God. 

 

John 17:24 "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 

the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 

 

This election was compiled in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

 

Revelation 13:8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast-- all whose names have not been 

written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world. 

 

The very name of the book and the "slain" show that before creation, God in Christ has already planned 

to redeem some from among mankind even before sin existed. 

 

John 13:1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them 

the full extent of his love. 

 

This list of "His own" was completely written in advance, nothing more to be added or deleted. 

 

Revelation 17:8 The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss 

and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the 

book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he 

once was, now is not, and yet will come. 

 

This election fully and finally determines every person's final destination. 

 

Revelation 20:15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 

lake of fire. 

 

Revelation 21:27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or 

deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

 

Matthew 25:34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

 

All times, events and purposes are established by God and fixed (appointed) including every person's 

salvation or condemnation. 

 

Matthew 8:29 "What do you want with us, Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to 

torture us before the appointed time?" 
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1 Corinthians 2:7 No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that 

God destined for our glory before time began...10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The 

Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He 

will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that 

time each will receive his praise from God. 

 

Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the 

knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness-- 2 a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of 

eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, 

 

1 Peter 2:8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They 

stumble because they disobey the message-- which is also what they were destined for. 

 

2 Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life-- not because of anything we have done 

but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

beginning of time, 

 

Contrary to Jewish expectation, His election unto eternal salvation was not specifically for or limited to 

any one nation. 

 

Romans 16:25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed 

and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all 

nations might believe and obey him-- 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

 

Acts 15:17 that the remnant of men  (all other peoples NRSV) may seek the Lord, and all the 

Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these things' 18 that have been known for 

ages. 

 

In eternity, those in Christ will respond with eternal praises and glory to him. 

 

Revelation 7:10 And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb." 

 

Revelation 15:3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great 

and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. 

 

Revelation 19:1 After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven 

shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 

 

Jude 1:25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 



Trinity Ministry Equipping Center                                                                            God’s Amazing Grace 

 

30 

 

 

The following is just a brief list of some prominent figures in church history past and present who have 

taught the sovereignty of God in all things including salvation by God's free grace. (i.e. the doctrines of 

grace, election, predestination, Calvinism, or what ever title you give it.) 

 

Augustine   R. L. Dabney   Charles Hodge 

 

Charles H. Spurgeon   B. B. Warfield   A. A. Hodge 

 

John MacArthur   A. W. Pink    R. C. Sproul 

 

John Piper    James M. Boice   James Petigrew Boice  

 

J. I. Packer    Wayne Grudem   John Owen 

 

D. A. Carson    C. D. Cole    John Gill 

 

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones  Charles Wesley   Thomas Watson 

 

John Newton    George Whitefield   John Calvin 

 

Martin Luther   Ulrich Zwingly  John Knox 

 

Robert Murray M'Cheyne John A. Broadus  Horatius Bonar 

 

J.C. Ryle    Os Guiness    Michael Horton 

 

Jonathan Edwards   Albert Mohler    Sinclair B. Ferguson 

 

John Bunyan    Tom J. Nettles   Cornelius Van Til 

 

Isaac Backus   Abraham Kuyper  John Murray 

 

John Gresham Machen Augustus Toplady  Loraine Boettner 

 

Matthew Henry  Thomas Boston  Henry Martyn 

 

David Livingstone  John G. Paton   John Ryland 

 

 William Carey   Adoniram Judson  William Guthrie 

 

We could add – Jesus, John, Peter, James, Paul, etc…but this can be easily ascertained from God’s 

Word. 

 

Major Historic Documentation: (Election was the majority position historically) 
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The Augsburg Confession 

 

The Savoy Declaration 

 

The Belgic Confession (1618) 

 

The Canons of Dort (1618) 

 

The Westminister Confession of Faith (1646) 

 

The London Baptist Confessions of Faith (1644, 1646, 1689) 

 

 Some early teaching documents (Catechisms). 

1. Heidelberg Catechism ~ Presbyterian  

2. The Westminster Shorter Catechism ~ Presbyterian  

3. The Anabaptist's Catechism (1645) Baptist 

4. Benjamin Keach's Catechism ~ Baptist  

5. Spurgeon's Catechism of 1855 ~ Baptist  

 

It is a sad fact that in our times, when someone teaches the basic tenets of the historic Christian faith, as 

taught and believed by almost every denomination before an influx of man-centeredness infiltrated the 

churches, people feel they are hearing something "new," "different" or even "dangerous." This was the 

origins and doctrinal foundations of every protestant denomination. It is in the creeds and teachings 

many of the Presbyterians, Lutherans, Reformed, Congregational, Anglican, and Baptist churches. These 

truths were the basis of the Apostolic church in the first century and these doctrines carried on in the 

catholic church through the sixth century, before man-centeredness took over. Today if someone teaches 

these foundational truths in some of these churches they are attacked, maligned and misunderstood. 

Often they are not even given the opportunity to demonstrate both the faithfulness of these teachings to 

the Scripture and to historic Christianity. But, alas we have fallen on hard times. Times where the 

sharper edges of the Sword of the Spirit are being dulled or even ignored so that man made structures or 

organizations may grow. May God grant us the grace and strength to stand even as both the world and 

many even from among us, react strongly against the consistency, clarity and cutting nature (Heb. 4:12) 

of the Word of God. 

 

Later we will address the issue of “foreknowledge” as well as the supposed “universal texts”. Some 

well-meaning individuals, in an effort the ‘justify’ God’s goodness, try to assert “universal-intent or 

desire” while distinguishing and “particular purpose”. This does not stand when measured against the 

faithful exposition of the text of Scripture. We need not try to justify God we must give ourselves to 

discerning the things that He has declared to us in His word. 

http://www.apk.net/ucc/believe/heidel.htm
http://www.reformed.org/documents/westminster_shorter_catechism.html
http://www.cet.com/~mtr/GC/anacat1645.html
http://www.cet.com/~mtr/GC/keach1677.html
http://www.cet.com/~mtr/GC/spurgeon1855.html

